THE AMERICAN NOVEL

famous of Tennessee heroes took new life in Constance
Rourke's Davy Crockett (1934) which made full use of the
legendary elements in the Crockett saga. Here may be men-
tioned a group of books about other legendary heroes who,
wherever in America they might be supposed to have lived,
had all sprung from the tradition of tall tales first developed
on the old Mississippi and Southwestern frontier: Mike Fink:
King of Mississippi Keelboatmen (1933) by Walter Blair and
Franklin J. Mcine; Up Eel River (1928) by Margaret Prcscott
Montague, about Tony Beaver of West Virginia; Legends of
Febold Feboldson (1937) by Paul R. Bcath, about a legend-
ary Nebraskan; Pecos Bill: The Greatest Cowboy of AH Time
(1937) by James Cloyd Bowman. Frank Shay collected native
hero tales in Here's Audacity/ (1930) and Carl Carmer in
The Hurricane's Children (1937). Vincent McIIugh in his
hilarious Caleb Catlum's America (1936) lamented the pass-
ing of the great race that had lived in tall tales.

Special qualities of style and method appeared in two Ken-
tucky writers. Jesse Stuart's Head o' W-Hollow (1936) was a
book of stories in which a mountain-born poet seems to be
telling, in an easy vernacular, about all the people in the
hollow where he lives, Elizabeth Madox Roberts (1886- )
beautifully stylized Kentucky, Her method was simplest in
Black Is My Truelove's Hair (1938), which was in effect a
prose folk-ballad with a title from an old song, Dena James, a
girl tricked by a false lover, comes back to her home, outgrows
her grief and fear, and finds a new love* The plot is as bare
as a ballad, but the novel is not* Its formal design is graceful
with lovely landscapes and characters sensitively conceived.
The narrative as well as the dialogue is a vernacular refined
and lifted to poetry without essential loss of its natural flavor.
A Buried Treasure (1931) is nearly as simple, though dra-
matically more tense. The Great Meadow (1930) is historical,
the richest and loveliest of all narratives of the settlement of
Kentucky. Diony Hall the heroine has read metaphysics in